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a Rassemblment populaire ? Nevertheless, he turned
to the Slavic overture a hospitable ear. Co-opera-
tion with the minor bourgeoisie he had long
practised. As for the Communists, sorrow as well
as anger had always penetrated his diatribes ; he
rarely failed to sound a note of almost papal
solicitude for the return of these heretics, these
economic Lutherans, to the true fold, La vieille
maison.

Thus, at the end of January, 1934, all the com-
ponents of a French Popular Front stood ready ;
for their crystallization a mere jostle was needed.
That impulse was supplied only a week later by a
redoubtable insurrection of Fascists which exploded
in Paris on the night of February 6.   Thousands of
armed rioters assembled in the Place de la Concorde
with the resolution of storming the Chamber of
Deputies.   These were no irresponsible lads, such
as the Camelots du Roy ;  they were men serious
and determined, of middle age, veterans of the
World War and members of an ex-service organiza-
tion of the Right known as the Croix de Feu. They
put the Ministry of Marine to the torch and battled
with  the   Garde  Mobile   during   several  hours,
charge for charge and volley for volley.   How many
were killed has never been accurately ascertained ;
more   than   a   thousand   were   wounded.     The
uprising was mastered, but the chiefs of the com-
monalty were sorely alarmed.   They had felt the
gust of a Fascist coup d'tiat.   At one moment the
insurgents pressed three-fourths of the way across
the Pont de la Concorde ; they were within an ace